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CONSERVATION HISTORY OF THE WHIPSTICK - PART 14 
_by Peter Ellis - 


oa een a eet bere anes 


I hope you have enjoyed the articles. My apologies to Eric Wilkinson, who 
a former Editor of Whirrakee, had at-times pleaded for articles from me, 
md they were always just that month or two away, and then my time would 
be swamped with further demands to my other work om music, which really 
mly finished at the time of the State Park official opening. 


Graham Hill lent on me to do a "short article" to co-incide with that event, 
md Glenise Moors really gave me the necessary shove to tell the full story. 
low, after about sixteen months you've got it. 


% seems light years away since I used to ride my push-bike out to Flagstaff 
H11 and the Tennyson Road, to explore and follow the exciting little strip 
mps Red. Eddy would give me, or since the time Robertson commenced clearing 
the Bagshot Whipstick, and President elect, Tom Patullo, said - this is going 
+> be the year we save the Whipstick! Well Tom - we did! - it just took a 
bit longer. 


In coneluding I would like to dedicate this Conservation History of the 
Vhipstick to the memory of the late Frank Robbins, who did so much for the 
muse with his saving of the Whirrakee Crown.Lands and his meticulous efforts 
fa the Surveys of the Whipstick, which snowballed the. conservation of the 
complete Whipstick Scrub, and associated Forest(s) greenbelt. 


Fave you ever noticed as Frank Cusack often relates the solitude and quietness 
¢ the Whipstick, thet sometimes strikes panic into ones self? 
May have - certainly I have. 


Yu see there are spirits out there dating back to the dreamtime - really 
friendly spirits protecting the area - and as I've said before, the Whipstick 
las always had more friends than enemies, and it will. survive, and despite 
various onslaughts, will keep regenerating. There are a few Field Nats out ~~ 
tlere too, joining in that big corroborree, that is so resplendant in its 
qiet and solitude aura. 


POSTSCRIE.: - 


My mention last issue, of representing the Club .on ‘the Loddon/Campaspe Regional 
Planning Authority - I.D.0. sub-committee a couple of years ago, reminded 
me of one incident I had forgotten. 


M% one of those meetings a certain representative made a snide comment, that 
tle Field Naturalists were way out on their estimate of the amount of uncleared 
fechold land still remaining in the Whipstick (20 sq.mile). He said it 
worldn't even be half that amount. I smiled to myself - you see Iwas the one 
wlio made those calculations, and i've never said how it was done. 


Fank's Whipstick Survey Map(s) as you know were very accurate. It was simply 
amatter of shading in all freehold areas that had masses of numbers indicating 
emcentrations of species of plants, and letters corresponding to occurrence 

¢ either blue, green, blue or Kamarooka mallee. Conversely the plain sections 
of paper indicated cleared land, and where this was recent or in progress, 
Frank usually had it marked, sometimes with the year. After shading in these 
meas I css checked with Frank personally, and then ve-checked from aerial 
mes and from the air myself. 


3. 


CONSERVATION HISTORY OF THE WHIPSTICK - PART 14 continued 


Tte total Whipstick greenbelt was then indicated on the map of the 1971 

Forest Park submission, and updated in the 1974 re-submission. 

‘bm Patullo prepared the map for us by adopting Frank's 1960's Whipstick 

Crown Land map. The black stipple indicated the Crown Land, solid green the 
Reserved Forest (proposed Forest Park 1971, Forest Park 1972) and green stipple 
tle remaining vegetated freehold land. 


In 1971 the vegetated freehold land was thought to be mainly utilised for 
ewalyptus oil production, so there was no particular motive in including these 
areas on the map, other than indicating important buffer areas as part of the 
total Whipstick greenbelt. A reason for displaying the total greenbelt area 

ws an outcome of the 1970 Whipstick Seminar, when Dr Smith had indicated he 
tought the Whipstick to be a small isolated area of mallee scrub unsuitable 

®r a National Park. He-had assumed this because of Imowledge of his home area - 
ffarnagulla) in comparison with the B.F.N.C. original 1957 submission, 

® by 1979 and in subsequent years we were anxious to show that the combined 
jwblic lands and eucalyptus oil production areas amounted to a reasonable 
emtinuous and viable area. Certainly we had made it clear the one block 
(Allotment 16 of Whirrakee) which completely severed the chain of northern 
jublic lands from’ those of the south, would have to be acquired if possible, 

md that there were several other groups of blocks that were important, if ever:, 
tlere was a chance to have them purchased for the Park, But the question of the 
I.D.0. and any relation to this'stipple area had not been proposed or even 
thought of in 1971. Of course in 1974, the politics had changed and the same 

map was revised and included in the 1974 re-submission. 


All of my working life I have had at my disposal the use of a very accurate 
analytical balance, one that could weigh to an accuracy of almost one ten © 
trusandth of a gram, and certainly of extreme accuracy to one milligram 

(me thousendth of a gram). The Whipstick map Frank and Tom prepared was on good 
quality paper and to scale. So, I had a rectangle of paper of a calculable 

mea which represented an equivalent area in square miles. By accurately 
weighing this map on the Mettler balance I could calculate the ratio of grams 
¢ weight of an area of the map to one square mile, or alternatively the area _ 
of paper representing square miles equal to one gram. (i forget now of course 
ytich wey I did it.) 


Ithen cut out all of the green stipple areas and from the weight to the nearest 
milligram calculated very accurately the area in square miles, As a control I 
dmilarly calculated the area of crown lands and the reserved forest respectively, 
ty cutting out their areas and weighing them. I then cross checked these figures 
with the official figures which Bill Flentje had provided to make sure I hadn't 
male a mistake, and to be sure my estimates were accurate. Even if I had 

teen out by 5% it still would only have the difference between say 20 sq.miles 
and 21 sq. miles. Hardly twice the value, so you can see why I reason 
tosmirk at the comment. 


BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS 
SS Ea ee 
Fiom the B.0.G. meeting of 5/8/88, 


Highlights 


Thu, 1, between Hunter and Elmore, July 1988 
Fink Robin, 1 uncoloured bird, Kangaroo Flat, 10/7/88 
G@ttle Egret, 2, Strathfieldsaye, 28/7/88 


Other observations 
LLL FO) CPE 


Pallid Cuckoo, first for the season, Inglewood, 14/7/88 

Gdden Bronze-cuckoo, first for the season, Mt Alexander, 6/7/88 
Harsefields Bronze-cuckoo, first for the season, 14/7/88 
Fmtailed Cuckoo, 12/7/88 


Olive-backed Oriole mimicking Eastern Rosella, Marong, 7/7/88 - 
G@ested Bellbird, 1, Mandurang Forest, 1/7/88 
Ndsy Friarbird, 1, Axedale, 3/7/88 
BHue-faced Honeyeater, 3,Eppalock School, 2/8/88 
Gdden-headed Cisticola, 22, Calivil, 22/7/88 
G@imson Rosella, immatures, Campaspe River, 19/6/88 
n u 6 adults, Spring Gully, June 1988 
White-backed Swallow, 4, Spring Gully, June 1988 


Gelah, 3, Strathdale Park, 3/7/88; stripping bark, 
He AGO Os "25/7/88 
wny Frogmouth, 2, Strathdale Park, 3/7/88 
Ndsy Miner building a nest, Strathdale Park, 3/7/88 


Whistling Kite, 1, Ravenswood, 16/7/88 
n "1, Harcourt, 16/7/88 
Nmkeen Kestrel, 1, Axedale, 3/7/88 
Clestnut Teal, 2, Kennington Reservoir, 11/7/88 
Little Pied Cormorant, 1, Mandurang South, 3/5/7/88 


Lists submitted 


latons Rd., Eppalock Forest, 26/7 & 2/8/88 
By Hill State School Reserve, 20 & 28/7/88 
Kenington Reservoir/Strathdale Park, 3/7/88 
Spring Gully Water Reserve, 7-8/6/88 
Indigo Area, July 1988 
Canpaspe River, below Eppalock, 19/6/88 
" VW if u" 2'7/6/88 

Célivil, June 1988 

a July 1988 
@dgwick, _6-7/7/88 

i 23/7/88 
Maiden Gully, May 1988 
Theola and Kooyoora State Park, 7~14/5/88 

" Bald Hills, 2-9/7/88 
Diarnya Centre, Barmah Forest, 17/7/88  (B.F.N.C. excursion. ) 
Stathfieldsaye, 10/7/88 


BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS continued 


Notes 


With the winter fast retreating, we still heve no reports of that winter 
visitor, the Pied Currawong. However, it is not yet too late, as we have 
reords of these birds as late as October. After the first flush of records 
of Swift Parrots in March - April, ell has gone quiet with this winter visitor 
aswell. 


The Pink Robin may also be regarded as a winter visitor. A female or immature 
wes reported from Kangaroo Flat. A feature of this species in our district 

is the low proportion of records of coloured males. The uncoloured Pink Robin 
my be recognized by the lack of white in the tail and the patches in the wings, 
which are orange-buff rather than white, 


Tle spring migrants are on the way. The Pallid Cuckoo usually arrives in 

Awust, so the Inglewood record on the 14th of July is noteworthy, As some 
observers have suggested that the Pallid Cuckoo is becoming rarer, it would be 
mwarding if we could accumulate records of the numbers of Pallids this season, 
toprovide a basis for comparisons for future years, 


Viilst some Fantailed Cuckoos persist in the region through winter, they are 
very quiet and cryptic until late winter, when they become active and start 
calling. We do not have lists of the first records for Horsefield Bronze - 
or Golden Bronze-cuckoos, but again, these seem early this year. Let us hope 
tlt this presages a great year for cuckoos and a better one for their hosts. 


Yhere did that Emu come from? Found in a paddock between Hunter and Elmore ); 
tle single bird may be an escapee or have been released. Alternatively, it is 
possible that the bird could have wandered from the Barmah Forest near Echuea, 
tle nearest locality to our district where Emus roam wild. A colony of Emus 
hes also been re-established on a property near Sutton Grange. No doubt Emus 
were once widespread in North Central Victoria. 


The Golden-headed Cisticola, also known as the Fantail Warbler or Tailorbird, 
isa tiny bird of long grass and other rank swampy vegetation. It is not so 
often. reported in our district, but may be relatively common around swamps and 
imigiation areas in the north of the district and in a few other spots. It has: 
recently been reported from Winghee Swamp and Lake Stewart (near Corop), and — 
on several occassions around Calivil. Most often seen in pairs or small parties , 
22 were seen in rushed and dead paspalum in a swamp at Calivil on 22/7/88. 

Itis believed that the cold weather had forced them to congregate in an area 
with greater cover than their usual haunts, 


Tere appears to have been quite an influx of Crimson Rosellas throughout the 
district, with two reports, one of adults and one of immatures, at this meeting, 
tw at the last meeting, and other verbal reports as well. This Rosella is 
prbably resident on Mt Alexander and southwards, but appears in the Bendigo 
city area and the surrounding ironbark forests and farmlands at intervals. 
Wenow have quite a few records on file, and should, with a few more, be able 
to determine whether there is a pattern to their irruptions., So keep the records 
eming, and do tell us whether they are immature~plumaged or adult. 


The number of observations and lists being submitted is most gratifying. 

The 'Checklist of Bendigo Birds' cards have already proven a success, and we 
aye particularly pleased to see the number of notes added at the end. Anyone 
wip has not yet seen these cards, or would like some, should contact the B.0.G. 
or Don Franklin (42 5169). 


£. 


BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS continued 


At recent B.0.G. meetings there has been much interest shown in undertaking 
@me bird projects, A recent committee meeting decided on three types of. 
frojects, so there should be something to suit everyone. . it 

Ore of these projects is to target selected species and record them everytime 
we see them, The three species selected are:- 

the Little Falcon (Australian Hobby), 

tle Pallid Cuckoo and 

tke White-winged Triiler, 

the minimum useful information for each report is simply a date, locality and 
mmber seen, Any evidence of breeding would be particularly useful (in the case” 
of the cuckoo, details of hosts/feeders). For the Falcon, basic habitat ~ 
formation would be particularly useful, whilst for the Triller basic plumage 
details (coloured male, uncoloured bird) are important. ; 

If Trillers or the Pallid Cuckoo takes up residence for a while near your home 
or somewhere that. you visit often, it my. prove impractical to record every... 
otservation. In. this case, try to record the period of their stay, especially .. .. 
tle last date, 2s it is this that we are most often missing. 


The reason for interest in the Pallid Cuckoo has already been explained in 
tle third paragraph of these notes. With the Little Faleon we hope to test 
tleories that the bird is a semi-migratory visitor to the district. “Most of 
ow records of the White-winged Triller are in the spring time, We hope to i 
dacdermine how many stay on through the summer to breed, and whether this 
vaies from year to year. 


Tre other two activities decided upon will be amounced in due course. 
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EXCURSION REPORT 


th Sunday 14th August, about 40 members and friends did a tour of the Loddon 
Hains. The first place we visited was Cadzow's property, where we walked 
through a paddeck of Black-box which is used as a shelter paddock for their 
cheep. We saw an eagle's nest in a Black-Box tree. From there we went to 
Wigg's property where they have planted 500 trees consisting of 100 different 
@mecies, the original timber is Yellow Box. After leaving there we went to 
tle Calivil cemetery where we saw Gold-dust Wattle growing up to three metres 
tigh, also Saltbush and Weeping Pittosporum. On a road near there, we saw 
Sender Cypress Pine, From there we went to Freemantle's Reserve, the Bullock 
feck flows through it, and the timber is Black- Box, Grey Box, Yellow Box 

amd River Red Gun, 

Mter Helene Boon and I left the main group we drove home past Wilkinsons 
Samp, where we sighted 26 Swans swimming, plus other water birds that we 
could not identify. 

During the day we saw the following birds: - 


Brown Falcon Wedgetail Fagle © White-plumed Honeyeater 

Nbisy Miner Willy Wagtail Red-rumped Parrot 

lah Striated Fardelotte Red Wattle Bird Great Egret | 
Bown Treecreeper Richards Pipit Welcome . Swallow Strawneck Ibis 
Hack-faced Cuckoo Shrike Weebill Flame Robin 
Merpie : Australian Raven Grey-crowned Babbler Brolga 

Siperb Blue Wren Restless Flycatcher Little Grebe 

Acky Winter White-winged Chough Mudlark 

Hed Stilt Eastern Swamp Hen 


Thanks to Tony Ford, Alf Howe, John Lindner and the Cadzow and Twigg families 


fr organising the day. 
Win Demeo. 


EXCURSIONS 


SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 18 (Half Day) 
facias and other interesting plants. 
location: Mr and Mrs Tom Patullo's garden, Qlympic Parade, Maiden Gully. 


How to get there: Proceed to Maiden Gully via Calder Highway. Turn left up 
Gympie Parade and proceed 0.5 km., turning right up a steep driveway, 
ashrouded by many wattle trees. 


‘Ame. .: 2,00 p.m. onwards, 
Bring: Chair and afternoon tea. 


SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 24 - SUNDAY OCTOBER 1 


Canpout in Big Desert near Lake Hindmarsh with Mid-Murray F.N.C. 

Tle full details about the location will be available nearer the time. 

Hease let John Lindner know if you wish to go, so that details can be given to 
you. . 


SUNDAY OCTOBER 16 (Whole day) 
Wellsford Forest 


leader: Greg Fraser (Apiarist and Club member ). 
Meeting: -10.00 a.m, in Havlin Street, outside Ministry of Education. 
ring lunch.and afternoon tea, 


SUNDAY OCTOBER. 30 (Half Day) 
Native Plant Arboretum at Emu Creek 


Leder: John Lindner 

Meting: 2.00 p.m. in Havlin Street, outside Ministry of Education. 
Admission: $2.00 Adults, $1.00 Students, Pensioners, Children free if 
with adults. 
Guided tour at 3.30 p.m. with Geoff Gibson, the owner. 

Tle arboretum is located in Vahland Road, off Emu Creek Road. It is now . 
very well established and provides a craraGteusitil artificial habitat for’ birds, — 
with native plants from many different regions. Bring afternoon tee, 
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COMMITTEE REPORT. _17 AUGUST 1988 


1. New members: W.Bates of Strathdale, Bev.Stoakes of Mandurang, Beryl 
Edards of Kennington, and Louise Owen of Bendigo. 


2. The Club has recommended some minor alterations to the boundaries for 
tle Whipstick Planning Scheme, ; 

3, C.Horvath is to be thanked for his assistance over the years for acting 
s our auditor, 

4. A progress report on the production of the wildflower booklet is to be 
sat to Ministry of Conservation, Forest and Lands. 


5. The Club has been notified by Dept. of Agriculture and Rural Affairs that 
smking is prohibited in the building with the exception of one smoking-room. 


6, Next meeting at J,Cleary's home, 21 Goyne's Rd., Epsom at $.00 p.m. on 
September 21. 


WE FIND ZIERIA ASPALATHOIDES 
By Tom Patullo 


The sun was shining, it was a Sunday in late-August when-Rod called, "Like 

% see some Orchids?", he asked, so with an early start after lunch, and picking. 
up Fred Watts, on our way, we headed for Back Road, on the eastern slopes of 
Mamt Kooyoora, 


We were soon among the orchids, a patch of basal leaves, which, from the evidence 
¢ the leaves only, appeared to contain both Pterostylis nutans, with the 

c@inkly edges, and Pt. curta, with the large fresh green, plain edged leaves. 

Ye thoughtbtrange that there were no flowers on either of these orchids at this 
time of the year. 


further up the slopes we came across large colonies of Acianthus reniformis _ 
lasal leaves with bud stems showing, and soon, some Acianthus exgertus in S$ 
flower. As we proceeded further, many more Ac,reniformis., Although the basal 
leaves of these two orchids, are very similar, the tell-tale proof is apparent 
when the underneath side of the leaf is examined. Ac.exsertis is red, fc, 
reniformis is green, Another clue to identity is the flowering time. Ac.exsertis 
flowers in June, while Ac.reniformis does not flower wmtil late August or 
ptember. 


Imust adds.anote here, I have recently found that there is a green formof 
fe,exsertis which has a basal leaf which is green underneath, but we would- not... 
find it in this area. I have still to find out from where this green form - 
@iginates, so’ far I have only seen a cultivated specimen of this orchid. 


Vith Fred's knowledge of the area, and Rod's experience through previous visits, 
we were soon among the Helmets, Corybus diamenicus, the Slatey Helmet Orchid, 
by the thousands. We had to tread carefully to avoid standing on them. There 
were a number in flower, with the cute little gumut-shaped, stemless bloom. 
restling in the slightly concave, near circular basal leaf, which sometimes 
appears frosted. The globular shaped bloom, being open on one side, showing 

tle white padlike lJabellum, and when the light was behind it, a purplish 
tmnsparency was. apparent, 


With further progress up the nill, we crwornntesra more Helmets and Ac. reniformis 
by the hundreds, but we were looking for the two Striped Greenhoods, BES Sees 
alata and Pt. scabra_ syn, robusta, and we found them, 


R.scabra, the Larger. Striped or Sharp-leafed Greenhood, still in flower. 
A rather short stemmed, reasonably large flower, beautifully striped with 
darker green, and fairly large, pointed stem leaves rather than bracts. 
The flowering plant has no basal rosette, 


K.alata, the Striped Greenhood, slim and tall, with the flower similar in. 
shape and form to Pt.scabra, but smaller, beautifully striped green and. white, - 
also with no basal rosette on the flowering plants. The stem leaves thinner 

md more bractlike than on the Larger Striped Greenhood. 


thw dainty those little Pterostylis nana's, the Dwarf Greenhood look, and to 
se them growing in a clump of up to a dozen, as they often do, with every 
rosette having a flower stem. Such was the clump of Dwarfs we found on this 
sunny afternoon, 


And the joke of the afternoon was on me, I had been noting a large number of 
Riochilus cucullatus - Parsons Bands, basal leaves that were around, they were 
gerywhere, or so I thought, I mentioned it tm Rod, who told me, after close 
examination that they were the frond of Ophioglossum ccriacéum, the Austral 
Adders Tongue, which was growing over the whole mountain side. 


* Ophioglossum cariaceum is now called Ophioglossum ‘lusitanicum. 


WE FIND ZIERIA ASPALATHOIDES continued 


Parsons Bands is the orchid which has the basal leaf developing after the 
flower is finished, and 4s it flowers in the Autumn, by this time of the year 
it has grown:*to perhaps an inch long by up to one quarter of an inch wide, 
eming to a point at the outer end, and often with the withered-up dead flower 
stalk still attached to the thick end. They often grow in clumps of up toa ~ 
dozen, and as the tubers only propogate one for one, the only increase must 
be by seed dispersal. 


the blessed Adders Tongue really fooled me, as they were very similar to the 
orchid basal leaf, and can only be distinguished by close examination. 


Giving promise of many orchids to come, were the large numbers of basal leaves. 
There were Thelymitra, Caladenia, Glossodia and Microtis, too early yet to 
positively identify the varieties. 


To top off a very interesting afternoon I was shown the Zieria aspalathoides , 

the Whorled Zieria, a member of the Rutaceae family, endemic to Eastern Australia, 
but rather rare in the Central Victorian area. It had earlier been reported 

to be on Mt. Tarrangower near Maldon, but this report was later declared to 

be unreliable. Some two years past Fred Watts found it growing near Melville 
(aves, and there it was, two fine specimens in flower and a number of young 
plants nearby. When crushed, the pungent aromatic leaves declared it to be 

a relative of our Boronia anemonifolia to which the pinkish-white, four petals 
flbwers bare a close resemblance, the fresh green foliage was different, it 
@rries six small leaves arranged around the stem in whorls at each leaf axel. 


The shrub, up to six feet high, stood out by virtue of the fresh green 
appearance of its foliage, from the relative drabness of the surrounding bush. 
This was my first aquaintance with this quite handsome shrub, and I wondered 
why it has not become popular as a cultivated garden plant. For further details 
refer to "Willis", page 9. 


Wehad spent a pleasant afternoon among the giant granite tors, in a forest 
which gave the impression of being very old. There were many ancient looking 
eucalypts, a number of which were very good habitat trees, with smashed off 
limbs and many hollows. Many shapely, mature specimens of Acacia eslamifolia . - 
Wallowa Wattle which abounds in the area, and a handsome specimen of Acacia 
‘vernicifl Ue in flower, 


Thanks to Rod Orr for some botanical data. 
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WETLANDS SURVEY - COUNT NO. 4 
_ by Don Franklin 


@unt: No. A seats silage in mid-June 1988, and in decidedly wetter conditions 
than any previous Wetlands Survey count. For the first time since beginning 
the count series, Tang Tang Swamp and Lake Stewart held water. In fact, 
Tmg Tang and Winghee were in flood, as was quite a considerable portion of 
the plains for many kilometres around. 


1. Lake Stewart: counted by myself, 18/6/88. As, so far as I can tell, this 
l&e has no outlet, it therefore has no defined high water mark. The distance 
d the water from a selected marker was 108 metres. The area under water was 
emsiderable, and in addition to the main lake several adjacent swampy 
depressions held water, Water was still STAN in, though slowly, via a creek 
fmm the south. 


2. Winghee Swamp: counted by David MacDonald and myself, 19/6/88. 

The Swamp was overfull, spreading out into adjacent paddocks and connecting 
though on a broad front to Picanninny Creek. Foot access was SEVERELY limited, 
anil we were only able to see about half the swamp. 


3. Tang Tang Swamp: counted on 18/6/88 by Bob Jones and myactoa 
The Swamp was full and a considerable volume of water was flowing into it _ 
from the south and out to the north. Access was limited and the count further 
tampered by rain. I estimate that we counted about 3/4 of the swamp.. 


4. Bendigo Sewerage Farm: counted by Jane Cleary, Ross Reading and myself 
m 12/6/88. The Lagoons were more or less full, and for the first time since 
this count series began, May Swamp held water also, being virtually full. 


5 Barkers Creek Resérvoir: counted by Ross Reading and myself on 12/6/88. 
Tle Reservoir was still about 10 metres on average back from the high-water mark. 


Results: 
ts detailed in’ the accompanying” table, 


i was a case ‘of too tnuch waters. The birds have eleariy: Aveeenned (= gone inland? ) 
amd both numbers and variety were down quite drastically at the Sewerage Farm and 
rkers Creek Reservoir. I have never seen the Sewerage Farm so quiet. The 
species most affected were the small grebes (presumably Hoary-héeaded mainly ) 

md the more notahlv mobile of the ducks, Grey Teal, Shoveller, Pink-eared Duck 
and Hardhead. Even Black Swans and Coot numbers dropped markedly at the 

Sewerage Farm, The most dramatic examples were from the Sewerage Farm, where 
Hoary-headed Grebes (including 'Unidentified small grebes ') dropped in three 
maths from 488 to just 3, and Grey Teal that dropped from 377 to 15. This 
bmught about the unheard-of situation where Grey Teal wexe less numerous 

tlere than three other species of ducks - one of the more numerous species being 
the Chestnut Teal! 

At the other extreme, Musk Ducks again demonstrated their fixed ways, with 


mmbers identical at 33 to the previous Sewerage Farm count, and down a little 
from 18 to 12 at Barkers Creek. 


ll. 


WETLANDS SURVEY - COUNT NO. 4 continued 


SPECIES +t LAKE WINGHEE TANG BENDIGO BARKERS 
STEWART  SSAMP TANG . SEWERAGE CREEK 
SWAMP FARM RESERVOIR 
Great: Crested Grebe. — = co = = 1 
Hary-headed Grebe = = 1 o — 
fustralasian Grebe - = 2 = 7s 
Unidentified small Grebe = ~- - 3 - 
elican = y) a = a 
larter - - - 3 = 
Great Cormorant - - - 1 = 
Little Black Cormorant - = - - 1 
little Pied Cormorant ~ - - 1 4 
Jacific Heron o 1 = ae 
Yhite-faced Heron 2 3 3 - 1 
Geat Egret 1 a = = is 
fered Ibis = 4, a 23 = 
Straw-necked Ibis - = + 9 = 
¥llow-billed Spoonbill - S = ~ 4 
Hack Swan - 50 11 68 4 
Australian Shelduck 41 2 - 34 - 
Kacifiec Black Duck - 60 20 15 17 
Grey Teal : 4 10 15 15 2 
Clestnut Teal - - 2 20 - 
fustralian Shoveller 1 - - 2 - 
Tink-eared Duck - - 2 - - 
Hardhead - 5 - 1 - 
Mamed Duck - + 6 - - 
Blue-billed Duck - - - - ~ 
Musk Duck - 1 1 33 12 
Mesh Harrier - = = & os 
Whistling Kite - a = 1 = 
Back-tailed Native Hen = IS = - = 
DIisky Moorhen - 2 - 34 - 
furple Swamphen ~- - - - - 
Ewasian Coot = - 25 142 167 
Mesked Lapwing 8 2 4 12 2 
fed-kneed Dotterel - - - - - 
Hack-fronted Plover 3 - - 15 - 
Hed Stilt = - - - 
Wood Sandpiper - - - - - 
Silver Gull 53 - - 25 = 
Ghmorous Reedwarbler - = - - - 
Little Grassbird \ 2 - 1 - 
Gdden-headed Cisticola 2 2 - - - 
a i 
Number of species Oem. 13 12 21 10 
tal ducks 46 74 46 120 31 
Total waders 11 2 4 27 2 


A 
iS Includes species recorded only on previous Wetlands Surveys. 
+ Heard but not seen or counted, 
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WETLANDS SURVEY - COUNT NO. 4° continued 


Winghee Swamp increased its numbers and variety of waterbirds since the March 
cant, but then, it could hardly have got any poorer (remember the 2 forlorn 
ad decidedly nervous Grey Teal and one dead Shelduck). 


I had been looking forward to seeing Lake Crenent with water in it again, 
fter seeing it thick with birds in January 1987 (1570 ducks of 8 species - 
se Joost Brouwer's "The 1987 Duck Season: A Bird Watchers Perspective" in 
tle Whirrakee of Dec. 1987). Under the prevailing conditions of widespread 
floodwaters I was bound to be disappointed, though the lake made up for it 
with an eerie, beautiful stillness under heavy fog (which nevertheless didn't 
hinder my count). I am confident that some future cowmts will prove much more 
nteresting in this secluded yet open-water lake, 


the cormorants and herons and spoonbills that I associate in my mind with 
Tag Tang for their nesting in its fine old red gums were absent but for 
tiree White-faced Herons. Presumably the water is still too raw, too widespread . 
am the nesting season still too far away to entice them in. Once again, we 
em look forward to a greater interest there later in the season. 


Species recorded for the first time in this count series were: 

Deter - 3 at the Sewerage Farm, Great (Large or White) Egret - 1 at Lake 
GSewart, and Golden-headed Cisticola - 2 at Lake Stewart and 2 at Winghee. 
Hirds seen on at least one previous count but not seen this time were:  __ 
Yellow-billed Spoonbill (but numbers were seen in a flooded paddock by the 
@nnyson Road near Kamarooka), Blue-billed Duck, Marsh Harrier, Black-tailed 
Native Hen, Swamphen, Red-kneed Dotterel, Pied Stilt, Wood Sandpiper and 
Reedwarbler. More species (34) were seen in March on 3 swamps than this 
time (32) on 5. 


No evidence of breeding was found during this cout, unlike on previous 
@munts, but in June this is hardly unexpected. With the amount of weter 
aailable, many waterbirds should breed well this year, and by next summer 
Iexpect we can look forward to some interesting and much higher couits. 


The next Wetlands Survey count is due in about September. 


¥¥He KKK KEKXKX 


ee ne Se a ee 


3}, 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP - BIRD OF THE NIGHT DISCUSSION - FEBRUARY 1988 
PINK-EARED DUCK - Malacorhynchus membranaceus. 


GALL: A continuous musical whistling or chirping, whether settled on water 
orin flight. Trilling when agitated. 


(PPEARANCE: Males 42 em long, females smaller at 39 cm long. 

Male and female plumage similar. Brown on the top of the head, back of the — 
neck, wings and back and patch around the eyes. Front of the neck, flanks and 
underbody, are white with fine bars of brown, hence a common name of Zebra 
Duck for this duck. It has a large bill with a rectangular shaped end to it, 
and a large spot of bright pink behind each eye, which is brown. 


HABITAT: It may be found throughout Australia except the south-western part 
of Tasmania, and except when breeding, the Pink~eared Duck apparently prefers 
shallow inland waters whether fresh or brackish. 


FOOD: donsists of insects and small crustaceans, and a very small percentage 
of plant food such as seeds of grass, clover, and algae. It feeds by submerging 
tts bill in the water and extracting food from the water, sometimes, where 

the water is a little deeper, the food may be obtained from the bottom of the 
body of water by submerging the ‘head and neck, and occasional duck-diving. 


TREEDING: Pink-eared Ducks are nomadic and depend on rising flood waters to 
stimulate breeding activity which can therefore occur at any time of the year. 
Deklings after hatching, require food provided by receding floodwaters, so 
@urting display, nesting and feeding the young is timed to the rising and 
falling of flooding of appropriate extents of water. The nest consists of a 
mound of feather-down, about 25 cm in diameter, and 15 em high in which the 

@gs are hidden. The nest is always surrounded by water, and may be built in 
tree hollows, on fallen branches, stumps or even fence-posts. Usually six to 
seven smooth white eggs are laid, but sometimes there may be up to eight. 
Apparently no information has been published on incubation and fledging periods, 


HABITS: They rarely leave the water, except to roost close by, or to take 
flight. They may occur in small or large flocks, and often on the same water 
was as other ducks and water-birds. They generally allow a close approach, 
put if they do become disturbed into flight, they usually fly around, calling 
in flight, and eventually return again to the same extent of water. 


GENERAL: In flight they hold their head high and the bill down, Often seen 

at the Bendigo Sewerage Farm. They appear to be secretive, yet sometimes 

allow a close approach. Occasionally they have been recorded nesting at the 
Bendigo Sewerage Farm. 

When flooding: occurs over extensive inland river plains, Pink-eared, White-eyed, 
and Blue-billed Ducks,.which have similar breeding requirements, are often — 
found congregating. together in large flocks. 


Bill Flentje. 
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BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP. MEETING REPORT - JULY 


Mr Joost Brouer was guest speaker at the July meeting of the B.0.G., when he. 
aitlined some of the projects being undertaken, or thet have been undertaken, 
by the R,A.0.U. 


the first, "The Atlas of Australian Birds", was a huge co-operative project 
that involved over 3,000 Atlassers, and took five years to complete. 

the result was the beautiful Atlas that we now have as a great resource. 

Ie next spoke of the Broome Wader Count, an annuel event for which many 
tirdos .travel across the continent. 

The Weekly Recording of Bird Sightings was presented as a valuable project 
that all members ‘can take part = around their own homes. Although perhaps 
‘edious at first, it becomes more interesting and exciting as years go by. 
The R.A.0.U. is sponsoring 3-Monthly Surveys of Wetlands throughout Australia 
md Joost is undertaking such survey at the Sewerage Farm. 

Birds-of Prey Watch, Nest Records Scheme and Bird Banding were other projects 
aitlined by Joost, who was thanked by, Peter Alo) another keen record-: 
keeper of bird sightings . 


{n unusual visitor to the Group was a large aerate who opened an enormously 
vide gape and did not seem very happy at being observed at close range by 

te Bird Observers. Glenise and Rob Moors have been caring for this Frogmouth 
for a month since it was injured by a motor car. It has recovered to the | 
extent that they were releasing it in the bush next day. 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP ME ETING REPORT — AUGUST 


Once again B.0.G,. members have been reminded of the importance of keeping 
étailed records of bird sightings and activities. 


Mw Ken Bodinnar of the Fisheries and Wildlife Division of C.F.L. echoed 
vyhat several others such as Tom Burton, Joost Brouwer and Don Franklin 
lave said this year, that such records are extremely valuable and urgently 
reeded. They have an importance far beyond their interest as a hobby and 
stime, 


fen was speaking on wetlands of the Bendigo area, with special emphasis on 

the northern lakes system. Of particular concern at present is the Avoca River 
gstem-which drains through Lake Bael Bael to the Avoca Marshes and the 
Qitfall where the controversial concrete sill was placed in 1970, 

fe said that due to altered land usages along the river, much more water is 
draining into these marshes than in former years; trees are declining 
markedly with increased salinity, and too frequent flooding. 

fen also touched on the Torrumburry Irrigation System, the Corop Lakes and 

tle Boort Lakes, and others, giving us an interesting "bird's-eye" view 

d¢ the flat northern plains. 


In conclusion, he stressed the lack of data on wildlife held by his Department 
vhich, if only they could procure it from such people as Field Naturalists, 
muld help them to make the right decisions for the future management and 

us: of these valuable wetlands. 


BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 
Address for correspondence, P.0.Box 396,. Bendigo 3550. 


OFFICE BEARERS FOR 1987-88 


PRES IDENT Rob Moors Mandurang South Rd.,R.S.D.Sedgwick 39 6254 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Win Demeo Kamarooka, R.S.D.Raywood 36 9226 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT Bruce Wallace 20 Pearce St., Eaglehawk 46 7325 
SECRETARY Jane Cleary 24 Goynes Rd., Epsom. ' 48 4396 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY Glenise Moors Mandurang South Rd., R.S.D.Sedgwick 39 6254 
TREASURER Helene Boon Kamarooka, R.S.D.,Raywood 36 9252 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER Win Demeo Kamarooka, R.S.D., Raywood 36 9226 
EXCURSION/SYLLABUS John Lindner Burns St., Axedale ~39°'7308 
ORGANISER ; ae 

LIBRARIAN Jane Cleary 24 Goynes.Rd., Epsom 48 4396 
WHIRRAKEE CO-ORDINATOR Graham Hill 31 Curnow St., Golden Square. 42 4016 


Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those interested 
in natural history. The membership subscription rates are: Single $13.00, 
Family $17.00, Pensioner and Children $8.00. Whirrakee subscription only $13.00. 


General Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the Conference 
Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom. Meetings start at 
7,30 p.m, and conclude with supper. The Annual Meeting is held in September. 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is outside the Special Services 
Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. 

Full day excursions normally commence at 10,00 a.m, (usually ona Sunday). 
Half day excursions hormally commence at 2.00 p.m. and may be either a Saturday 
or Sunday. Day or half day excursions are usually held on the weekend following 
the General Meeting. Campouts are held several times in a year, usually 
co-ineiding with long weekends or holiday periods. 


The B.F.N.C. has five sub-groups:—- 


The BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP meets on the first Friday of the month at the 
‘Agriculture Department, Epsom, at 7.30 p.m. ce 


The BOTANY GROUP meets on the fourth Thursday of the month at 7.30 p.m. 
in member's homes as announced in the monthly Diary. 
Convenor: Graham Hill (42 4016). 


The CONSERVATION GROUP meets on an "as required" basis. As far as practicable, - 
meetings details will be advertised in the "Whirrakee" Diary. 
Convenor: Rod Fyffe, 546 Hargreaves St., Bendigo (43 7673). . 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP meets on the third Thursday of the month, at 7.30 p.m. 
im member's homes as announced in the monthly Diary 
President: Ian Fenselau, Buckland Street, White Hills 48 4384 

Secretary: Bill Holsworth, 13 Nabilla Cr., Kennington 43 4063 


The JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP meets on the first Sunday in‘the month, 
from 2.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m., at the Education Department Special Services 
Complex, Havlin St. East, Bendigo. Group activities are open to the 8-18 years 
age group, together with their younger brothers and sisters, if accompanied 
by parents. (Parents will be needed for help with transportation on excursions, ) 
Organisers: Jane Cleary, Goynes Rd., White Hills. (48 4396) 

Tan Fenselau, Buckland St., White HIlls (48 4384) 


- DIARY - 


MEETINGS eu Sih 
Wed. Sept,14 ANNUAL MEETING - President's Address 
Ved. Oct. 12 Speaker: Keith Twyford 
— Subject: Errinundra Plateau 
Wed,Nov. 9 Speaker: Dr. Tom Burton 
eee Subject: Frogs 
_ EXCURSIONS 
. Sun. Sept.18 Acacias and other interesting plants. 
Full details Page 7. 
Sat.Sept.24 - Campout in Big Desert near Lake Hindmarsh with Mid-Murray F.N.C. 
8n.O0ct. 1 More details on Page 7. 
Sun, Oct.16 Wellsford Forest. Leader: Greg Fraser. 
Full details Page 7. 
Sun.Oct. 30 Native PLant Arboretum at Emu Creek, owned by Mr.Geoff Gibson. 


Full details Page 7. 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 
Prei.,Oct. 7 7,30 p.m. Dept. of Agriculture Epsom. 
Speaker: Mr Peter Allan: Bird Nesting Records 
Bird of the Night: To be advised. 
BCTANY GROUP 
Tmrs Sept. 22 7,30 p.m. at J, Kellam's home, 7 Patrick St., Bendigo. 


MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP . 
thurs. Sept.15 7,30 p.m. at Ian Fenselau's home, Buckland St., White Hills. 


JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP 
$mn.O0ct.2 Leader: Don Franklin Topic: Weeds, 


COMMITTEE MEETING 
Wei. Sept.21 8.00 pm. at J. Cleary's home, 21 Goyne's Rd., Epsom. 
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